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greatest extent practicable adverse im-
pacts on polar bear and walrus, their
habitat and on the availability of these
marine mammals for subsistence uses.’’

(c) The Service will evaluate each re-
quest for a Letter of Authorization
based on the specific activity and the
specific geographical location. Each
Letter of Authorization will identify
allowable conditions or methods that
are specific to the activity and loca-
tion.

[58 FR 60410, Nov. 16, 1993, as amended at 60
FR 42809, Aug. 17, 1995]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 60 FR 42809, Aug.
17, 1995, in § 18.123, paragraph (b) was revised,
effective Aug. 15, 1995 through Dec. 15, 1998.

§ 18.124 Prohibitions.
(a) Intentional takes of polar bear or

walrus are not authorized by the regu-
lations in this subpart. (Note: Pursuant
to section 109(h)(1) of the Marine Mam-
mal Protection Act, the Service may
authorize the intentional take (e.g.,
harassment associated with deterrent
activities and/or lethal take) for the
protection of human life or welfare.)

(b) Any take that fails to comply
with the terms and conditions of the
specific regulations in this subpart or
of the Letters of Authorization is pro-
hibited.

§ 18.125 Level of activity.
When Letters of Authorization are

requested, the Service will determine
whether the level of activity identified
in the request exceeds that considered
by the Service in making a finding of
negligible impact on the species and a
finding of no unmitigable adverse im-
pact on the availability of the species
for subsistence. If the level of activity
is greater, the Service will re-evaluate
its findings to determine if those find-
ings continue to be appropriate based
on the greater level of activity. De-
pending on the results of the evalua-
tion, the Service may allow the author-
ization to stand as is, add further con-
ditions, or withdraw or suspend the au-
thorization.

§ 18.126 Measures to ensure availabil-
ity of species for subsistence.

When applying for a Letter of Au-
thorization, the applicant must submit
a plan of cooperation that identifies

what measures have been, and will be,
taken to minimize adverse effects on
the availability of polar bear and wal-
rus for subsistence uses. The applicant
must contact affected subsistence com-
munities to discuss potential conflicts
with the location, timing, and methods
of planned operations. The applicant
must make reasonable efforts to assure
that activities do not interfere with
subsistence hunting or that adverse ef-
fects on the availability of polar bear
or walrus are properly mitigated.

§ 18.127 Requirements for monitoring
and reporting.

(a) Holders of Letters of Authoriza-
tion are required to cooperate with the
Service and other designated Federal,
State, or local agencies to monitor the
impacts of oil and gas exploration, de-
velopment and production activities on
polar bear and walrus.

(b) Holders of Letters of Authoriza-
tion must designate a qualified individ-
ual or individuals to observe and record
the effects of the activities on polar
bear and walrus.

(c) When applying for a Letter of Au-
thorization, the applicant must include
a site-specific plan to monitor the ef-
fects of the activity on the populations
of polar bear and walrus that are
present during the on-going activities.
This plan, which must be approved by
the Service’s Alaska Regional Director,
must identify the survey techniques
that will be utilized to determine the
actions of the polar bear and walrus in
response to the on-going activity. The
monitoring program must document
the actions of these marine mammals
and estimate the actual level of take.
The monitoring requirements will vary
depending on the activity, the location,
and the time.

(d) If the activity is planned in polar
bear habitat, the operator must de-
velop a polar bear awareness and inter-
action plan subject to approval by the
Service. For the protection of human
life and welfare, each employee on site
must complete a basic polar bear en-
counter training course.

(e) At its discretion, the Service may
place an observer on site of the activ-
ity, on board drillships, drill rigs, air-
craft, icebreakers, or other support
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